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Thisformisfor use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See
ingructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (Nationa Register
Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the gppropriate box or by entering the information
requested. If any item doesnot apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For
functions, architectura classification, materids, and arees of significance, enter only categories ad
subcategories from the ingtructions. Place additiona entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS
Form 10-900a). Use atypewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1 Name of Property

higoric name Route & by Carpentar Park

other names/ste number

2 Location

dreat & number Old Route 66 between Cabin SmokeTrail near Carpenter Park and the north bank of
the Sangamon River ANa for publication

city or town Springfield and Sherman vicinity

date lllinois codelL ocounty Sangamon  code 167 Zip aode 6266562660

3. SatelFederal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify thet this

nomination request for detennination of eligibility meatsthe documentation standards for registering properties intheNational
Regigter of Historic Places and meatsthe procedural and professional requirements st forthin 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
property  “meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
nationaly gaewide “<locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments)

Signature of certifying official Date

IllinoisHigoric Preservation Agency
State or Federd agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property medts doesnot meet the National Register criteria. ( See
continuation sheat for additional comments))

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federa agency and bureau American Indian Tribe



Route &6 by Carpenter Park
Name of Property

4. National Park Service Certification
1, hargoy certify that this property is:

entered inthe Nationa Register

See continuation shedt.
determined eligiblefor the

National Register

See continuation shest.

determined not eligiblefor the

National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):
5. Clasgfication

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as gpply)
_X_ private
_X_ public-locd
public-State
public-Federd

Category of Property
(Check only one box)
building(s)
district
dte
X _ dructure
object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previoudly listed resourcesin the coimt)
Contributing Noncontributing
O buildings
_ 0 _ dtes
0 dructures
0 oObjects
0O Totd

R ORLr OO

Sangamon County, lllinois

County and State

Number of contributing resources previoudly listed in the National Register N/A

Date of Action

Name of rdlated multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property isnot part of amultipleproperty listing.)

Higorical and Architectural Resourcesof Route® Through Illinois



Route 66 by Carpenter )Park Sangamon County, Illinois
Name of Property County and State

6. Function or Use

Higoric Fundions (Enta categariesfrom indrudions)

Transportation/Road-r dated

Currat Fundions (Enter categariesfram indrudions)

Trangportation/Road-rdated

7. Dexription

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from ingtructions)

Other: Concrete Road

Mateids (Enta categoriesfram ingrudions
Foundation  N/A

Roof N/A

Walls N/A

aha Conade

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation
shedts)
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Description

The nominalcd segment was buill in 1922 as part of Stale Bond Issue 124. || extends onc-quark i tnilc

Cabin Smoke Trail in Sherman lo Ihe north bank of The Sangamon River, which iswilhin Ilic corporate limitsof
Springfield, |1 was used as pari of United Stales Route 66 from that road's inception in I>2() until laiclV.U)
when a four-lane alignment of 66 was finished a few yards to the easl. The segment islocated in Sections | and
2 of Springfield Township in Sangamon County, Illinois.

The segmenfs northernmost  point isbased on the beginning of Ihe original and surviving template a ( ahiii
Smoke Trail, lisending point iswhen the template comes |o a bridge abutment over the Sanganion. Nortli ol the
starling point, a short stretch of original roadbed isstill in use, but the original pavement has been iemo\eil. as
havo |he shoulders and drainage ditches. Aboul amile further north by Tipton School Road, another

sur\ iving portion of SBI 124 was removed and re-engineered by Ihe Illinois Department of rraiisjiorlaiiunin
the 199()s lo facililate proposed development.The roadbed soulh of |he Sangamon River has also been remov ed.

The roadway itself is 16 feel wide and paved with amix of cement and gravel. Except lor the first 7 yards,
four-inch curbs are still intact. There is a perpendicular expansion joint every 30 yards. Kor the insl |"nyartls.
(he roadway is Hanked by four-foot gravel shoulders and drainage ditches. Such surfaces, curbs and shoulders
were typical inthe United Stales inthe eariy 192()s Although cracked in places, the pavement isoriginal W ith
only afew small asphalt and gravel patches.

The nominated segment begins al ilsjuncture with Cabin Smoke Trail, an access road to a nearby gol | course,
and heads soulh. Carpenter Park, a nature preserve, borders il on the west. Atthe 125-yard mark, adri\ é\ & on
the ead side ramps up lo Ihe former site of a multi-purpose business building. Thai building has been long
removed and did nol stand on the section's righl-of-way.

For the first 150 yards, the road isstraight and level, heading due soulh. Then il curves gently stuithead anil
starts culling downward toward the Sangamon. The east shoulder and drainage ditch disappear as |he land on
Ihat side becomes up to eight feel higher than Ihe roadbed.

On Ihe west side a lhe 2()()-yard mark there isalarge pile of broken pavement and other road debris. Ils point of
origin isunrecorded, but early road-building practice suggests il came fromjusl north of Cabin Smoke | rail.
None of il came from lhe nominated segment as thet is intact.
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The land dopes down briefly a the 3()()-yad mak before climbing a sandgtone blufl. At the end. the iilull is
righl next to the roadbed and stands 20 fed higher. On lop there ae smdl brush trees. Andnitmenl ol an mm
trusshbridge buill in 1892 is|he nominated section's southern lerminus. The river is 25 leat below.
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Narrative Description
Statement of Significance

The Route 66 by Carpenter Park road ssgmant issignificant datewide lor listing in Hie Nationa Regiger ol
Hisloric Places, || medscriterion A for trangportation foi ils association with Route )6, a mgor nationd
trangportation artery from Chicago lo Santa Monica, California, 1| dso measCriterion C lor engineering &s a
represenldive example of the typica road-building design dandards st forlh by the American Association of
Sate Highway and Transportation Officials as gpplied lo Illinois in the 192()s Roule 66 by Carpenter Park
meets the regigtration requirements of the properly type "Road Segment” in the gpproved Multiple Property
Documenlalion For "Hisloric and Architectura Resources of Roule 66 Through Illinois." The period ol
significance is 1922, when the road was paved, to 1936, when it was bypassed by a new, four-lane dignment of
Roule 66 afew yards lo the ead. For adiscussion of U.S. Route 66 as a""Road Segment” properly type, plesse
refer to the Multiple Properly Documentation Form.

When William Carpenter settled on land north of the Sangamon River in 1820, Kickapoo Indians still camped
on sandgtone bluffs overlooking the waterway. The only road through the arees was known as Fort Clark. In
time. Carpenter acquired title to nearly a square mile of largely forested land in what isnow Sections 35 and 36,
Township 17 North, Range 5 Weg, of Sangamon County. For many years, he operated asawmill on the
southem bank of the Sangamon. Its foundations are still visible. Inthe later Nineteenth Century, aspan
commonly know as the Old Iron Bridge was built from the mill to the bluff on the northem side of theriver.
The road arced gently west from the bridge, then headed north toward Sherman. Today only the nominated
portion survivesinthis area It was used as agour of Old Tipton School Road inthe early Twentieth Century.

The road was paved in 1922 when the State of 1linois acquired theright of way and began building State Bond
Issue 124.

The new had road was 18 fed wide, hed curbs, and condsed of concrete and gravel. When the nationd

highway system was created in 1926, Route 66 took SBI 124's dignment through this area because it was
dready paved ad il had Old Iron Bridge. In 1927, however, the dde began condruclion of a separate
dignment and new bridge for Roule 66 a few yards lo the ead. But until thet work was completed in this
roadbed carried the traffic of the nation. Carpenter Park formed its western boundary. It is a 437-acre nature
preserve sold to the Springfield Pak Didrict in 1922 for $875M) by Carpenter's granddaughter Sarah Jane.
Principa trees near Ihe roadway include black oak, while oak, m and paw-paw. Borings by the Friends of Ihe

Sangamon Valley show that may of the park’s trees arc over 200 years old. One is430. The eastern boundary
is largely open land now owned by Joe Carter of Sherman.
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Name of Property County and State

8 Satement of Sgnificance

Applicable National Regigter Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteriaqualifying the property for
National Register listing)

X_A Propety isasodaed with eventsthat have meade a significant contribution to the broad pattems
of our higtory.

B Property is associated with the livesof persons significant in our past.

X C Propety embodies the distinctive characteristics of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a meder, or possesses high artistic vaues, or represents asignificant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property hes yielded, or islikely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Congderations (Mark " X" inall the boxes that apply.)

A owned by areligious institution or used for religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or agrave.

D a cemdgey.

E arecongructed building, object, or sructure.

F acommemordaive property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significancewithin the past 50 years.

Aress of Sigwificanc_ne (Ente categoriesfrom indrudions)

Trar_lspor_tatlon
Engneering

Period of Sgnificance A 19961936, C: 1922-1936

Sonificant Dates 1996

Significant Person (Completeif Criterion B is marked aoove)

Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder N/A

Nairative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more conlinuation
shedts)
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The Illinois Department of Trangportation no longer claims the right of way of the nominated roadbed. A
Division of Highways order dated December 1, 1936, called for the Old Iron Bridge to be dismantled and its
tmsses gored on the pavement north ofthe river. Engineers thought the bridge could be reconsmcted and used
a another location in the future. However, IDOT has no record available of when the bridge was actualy
dismantled or what hgppen to the bridge. As areault of itslong abandonment, the road retains isorigina cross-
section. Soil has drifted down over the curbs in some aress and there has been weed growth, but both could be
easily cleared. The roadbed shows some sgns of wear, but has nat changed muchin nearly seventy years.

As recently as 1918, thare were only 3,000 miles of federdly-paved roads in this country. Todg we have

37,000 miles of paved roads of dl kindsinlllinois done. The scope and gpesd of thet change lial e profoundly
affected all phases of American life. By studying our roeds—how wc buill Them, how we've usad them, how
we've discarded Ihem—we have opportunity to pul Ihem intrue historica pergpective and understand and
gppreciate the changes they've brought. As our nationd road sy.dem obsarves ils75 anniversary. Route &) by
Carpenter Park offers aunique chance lodo jud thai. Il isvirtudly inlacl because il hes nol carried iraliic lor 63

years. Because the western hdf of Ihe roadway and righl-of-way bdong lo Carpenlcr Park, devdopment isnol a
gredt thredt, either.

Higory

illinois began paving ilshighways earlier than most of America. In 1918, Ihe date passed a $60 million "hard
road" bond issue. 11 was the firsttimea public worksproject hed bean financed in Ihat manner. Siate Bond Issue
124, |he road thai included the nominated portion, was buill with those fundsin 1922. In 1924, the sde passed
a $118 million bond issue o continue ilsroad building and Governor Len Smdl ran for re-dlection on Ihe
dogan "Complete Good Roads." His campagn poder hed two union bugs oniit.

Condlruclion of SBI 124 followed agenad patlern of the early 192()s The cross section of this road included
|6-fool wide pavement with expangonjoints every 30 yards. For lhe first 150 yards, there are four-loot
shoulders on each side. The camatt ad gravel pavemeantt issx inchesthick. In 1921, the average codt per
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mile for such paving wes $28553. The roed wes dased in 1935 when the newv fourdane dignment of 66 iipened
to the ead. In early 1937, the iron truss bridge lhat carried il aorossthe Sangamon River wes digmantled.
Acocording lo rexards of the [llinois Departmant of Trangoortation, the trusses waredardl on the noA-dosd
dignmant. Al the time engnears hapad the bridge could someday be recondruded to carry andtiier roed aariiss
ariver .No rexaxrdsindicate if this evar happenad when the bridge parts waereramoved. They likenh ware usd
for srap mda during Worid Wer 1.

Trangportation

A grassroots lobbying effort by World Wer | veterans, the American truck-building industry (which lunl
necessarily come of age during the war) and other supporters led |o creetion ofthe natioiuil higliwax s\dem in
1926. Planners adopted a conoept advocated by Thomeas .Icfferson and later John Pershing -a smple gridwork
of roads criss-crossing the country from north lo soulh and eed to west. But o show how hard roads could hep
unify this country, they added the modern touch of Route 66. On asingle path now, Americans could

travel between Chicago and Los Angeles, the nation's second and third largest cities. Even the idea of
systematically numbering roads was an innovation then. N

When it came into being in late 1926, Route 66 had no roadbed or pavement of ils own. But because of its
symbolic importance, planners and supporters wanted it 1o have an immediate presence. Necessarily, then, ils
first dignment was often one of convenience and opportunity. In lllinois, thet opportunity included the recently
paved SBI 124 ad its bridge across the Sangamon. These carried Roule 66 traffic unlil IM36 when aw ider road
and new bridge were completed on agenerdly parallel peh afew yards to the eed. Thai isonly 10 years, but
Ihey were the nationd road system's first and most formative years. The nominated section's roadbed and
generd path hed been there in some condition or name for more then acenlury. At one time, it was kilbw n as
Fort Clark Trail and George Rogers Clark traveled it to Peoriaas pat of amilitary action agang native Indians.
Later, it became part of Old Tipton School Road. Butinits last decede, il affected far more people then in all
ils other years combined. Among them were the tens of thousands of people who drove 66 to or from the 1°33-
1934 World'sFair in Chicago.

Enginesring

Roule 66 by Carpenter Park meats Criterion C for engineering as agood example of date-aided highway
condruclion inthe 192()s. It remains asignificant reminder of earty engineering and workmanship becauseit
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isingenerally the same condilion today as il was during the period oi ilsgreated use. Willi iisu.iiiow lunpLik-
cement pavement and curbs, il is representative of road-building design staiulaitls sal lorlli h\ lhe Aiik i k.11
Association of State Highway Officials. The close proximity ofthe bluH and the virtual lack ol diuuKlei ai the

the IM2()s. They aso evoke the topography of 19" Cenlury American roads.
Several olher segments of the original Roule 66 in Illinois are extant. This segment. liovve ei. lias nol cai i icil

district has occasional access to il. Thus ilsoriginal cross-section template and general en\ iiomncnl arc iiu.icl
and virtually unchanged.

Integrity

The Route 66 by Carpenter Park segment conlains a high degree of hisloric integrity of assuciaiiuii. locaiion.
design, materials, workmanship, setting and feeling, |1 was part of Roule 66 in Illinois Irom \'>I(i- ~mK lis
alignment is verifiable based on hisloric maps and Illinois Department of Traiisportalioii records, liseM.uii
physical featuresinclude the cross-section template with curbs, narrow shoulders and drainage dilclies. i he
pavement's combination of concrete and heavy gravel has withstood traffic and ihen suhsci|Lieiii u. L:kc! well.
And unlike olher curbed highways of its vintage, this stretch has not logt its curbs due lo periodic resui lacing.

Tourists, students and visitorsto Carpenter Park, a 437-acre nature preserve, can hike this road ssui\il inu
length with no fear of vehicular traffic. Principal trees aongside il include black oak. while oak. elm and paw-
paw. Some are more than 200 years old. Afler the first 150 yards, when the road begins ils slope low.ird The
Sangamon River, hikers are no longer able 10 see the new highway or any modern development to the east, fo

the west is the preserve. In this visually sheltered selling, il isessy lo recall or imagine w luil traveling on Route
66 was like during ilsfirst decade.

Commercial development of the land between Route 66 by Carpenter Park and the newer Route 66 alignment
(now called Business 55 or PeoriaRoad) is apossibility. A significant length of original SBI 124 by nearby
Tipton School Road was realigned inthe 1990s. This area now provides a buffer between the park and new
devel opment.
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Comparisons

North of Auburn in Section 34, Chatham Township, Sangamon County, isa Ib-loot wide concrete ssgment tha
is.24 milelong. It islocated north and west ofthe current 1llincisRoule 4 and islisted in the Nationa Register
of Hisloric Places.

Southwest of Springfield in Section 30, Woodsde Township, Sangamon County, isa .25 mile roati segment. |l
extends southwest from the intersection with Woodsde Road lo Lick Creek.

Soulh of Springfield on North Cotton Hill Road isa .25 mile ssgment of 16-fooi wide concrete and gravel
pavement which used to carry Route 66 traffic south.. However, il was closed off in the early 193()sas Lake
Springfield began to fill.
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9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources usad in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation onfile (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) hes been requested.
previoudy listed in the National Register
previoudy determined eligible by the National Register
desgnated aNationa Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency
Loca govemment

University
_X_ Olher

Name of repagtay  Route 866 Assodation of linois
10. Geographical Data
Aceagedf Propaty approximatdy three acres

UTM References (Place additiona UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

116 276267 4417034 3
2 16. 276414 4416679 4
See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were sdected on a continuation shedt.)
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Veri)al Description of Boundary

The northern boundary is the old road's intersection with Cabin Smoke frail, the access
road lo the Rail Golf Course in Sherman. A quarter mile to the southeast, the southern bouiular\ isa bridge
abutment on the north bank ofthe Sangamon River. The ead and west boundaries arc southeast wviih llic road.
They coincide with the combined width of the roadbed and right-of-way, some 42 feet. The entire area is
contained in Sections | and 2 of Springfield Township in Sangamon Couniy, lllinois. The Carpentel Park or
west half iswithin the cily limitsof Springfield. The ead half ispan ofthe Village ol Sherman.
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.lustification of Boundary

The northern boundary isthe old road's intersection with whal Cabin Smoke Trail, the access road |o the Rail
Golf Course in Sherman. Il iscurrently chained of f Only a maintenance Iruck lor the Williams\ ilic Sherman
Weater District has access. The southern boundary was selected because there is no longer abridge across ilie
Sangamon River a that point. The eest and west boundaries were selected because thel coincidew ith Ihe
combined width of the roadbed and ilsrighl-of-way. The pavement wilhin these boundaries isa benignly
neglecled, little-used, but largely intact example of the stale's earliest hard road building. It no longer intersects
with or iscontiguous lo any olher pavement except Cabin Smoke Trail and the entrance to C'arpenler Park, both
of which lieal ilsnorth end. Another nearby seciion of original SBI 124 template by Andrew ROM.\ w as
realigned and reengineered by IDOT inthe 199()s lo accommodate a subdivision.

The segment's boundaries encompass the area historically associated with this portion of the road from 1922 to
1936 and retain historic integrity.
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11 Form Prepared By

nametitle Tom Teague Member

aganization Friendsof the Sangamon Valley date Novembea 15 2001
dreg & numba 128 West Edwards tdgohaone 217-787-8839
dityortown Springfidd date lllinois Zp code G274

Additional Documentation

Submii the following items with the compleled fonn:
Continuation Shests

Maps
A USGS mgp (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch mgp for higtoric digtricts and properties having large acreege or numMerous resources.

Photogrgphs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additiona items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additiond items)

Property Owner
(Camplde thisitam a the request of the SHPO a FPO.)

name Springfidd Park Didgrict (westen portion)

dred & numbe 2500 South |1"' Stret tdgohone 217-544-1751
city or town  Springfield date lIllinois 2p code 62702
ad

name Joe Carter (eedern portion)

dreg & numba Rural Route5 tdgohone 21.7-544-7449
dlya tom Sheman dae Illinois Zp aode

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: Thisinformation isbeing collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places
to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this
request isrequired to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 & seq.).
Egtimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this formis esimated to average 18.1 hours per regponse including the time
for reviewing ingtructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this
burden esimate or any agpect of thisformto the Chief, Adminigtrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO. Box 37127,
Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office ofManagement and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington,
DC 20503.
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Route 66 by Carpenter Park
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SKETCH SHOWING
RELOCATION OF U.S.66 NORTH OF
SPRINGFIELD

— ~ LEGEND

ORIGINAL LOCATION - —
NEW LOCATION UNDER CONTRACT
BRIDGE OR GRADE SEPARATION

mmmmmmn>,

A series of new automobile pavements re-oriented the early-twentieth century Sherman-Springfield comdor.
Source: Nineteenth Annual Report of Division of Highways, January J, 1936 to December 3f 1936.
([Springfield, 111]: State of Illinois, [1937]), p. 36. Please notethe location of the nominated road segment”
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IllinoisHigtoric
—J Presarvation Agency

1 Old gtate Capitol Plaza « Springfied, 1llinois 62701-1507 « (217)782-4836 < TTY (217) 524-7128

IMEMORANDUM

TO: Mayor Karen Hasara, City of Springfield

Jan Sorenson, Springfield Historic Sites Commission
FROM: Tracey A. Sculle, Survey and Nationa Register Coordinator
DATE: December 5, 2001

SUBJECT:  Preliminary Opinion on Route 66 by Carpenter Park, Springfield, Illinois

Route 66 by Carpenter Park located between Cabin Smoke Trail near Carpenter Park and the
north bank of the Sangamon River meets Criterion A for history and Criterion C for engineering
for listing inthe National Register of Historic Places. The road possesses statewide significance.
It isaverifiable dignment of Route 66 during the highway's period of significance fi'om 1926 to
1956. It meatsCriterion A for transportation history for its association with Route 66, a major
nationa transportation route from Chicago to Santa Monica, Califomia. The period of historic
significanceis from 1926, when Route 66 was designated, to 1936, the year an adjacent
dignment of Route 66 was completed and this segment was abandoned.  The road segment dso
meats Criterion C for engineering, as arepresentative example of two-lane design sandards of
the time. It period of engineering significanceis from 1922, the year the road was paved, to
1936. Route 66 by Carpenter Park meets the regigtration requirements of the property type
"Road Segment” in the gpproved Multiple Property Documentation Form "Historic and
Architectural Resources of Route 66 Through Illinois.

Route 66 by Carpenter Park clearly conveys its historic and engineering significanceand its
integrity including its two-lane highway design, original cross-section with curbing, and original
surface.
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One Old Sate Capitol Plaza

Springfleld, IL 62701-1507

Dear Tracey,

Pursuant to your request for action on Route 66 by Carpenter Park located
between Cabin Smoke Trail and the north bank of the Sangamon River, the Springfield
Historic Sites Commission acted on this request & their monthly meeting dated February
11, 2002. The Commission voted on the following motion:

"A mation wes mete thet the Hidoric Stes Commisson concurs with the
recommendation of the |.H.PA. ad that aformd letter be written to [.H.P.A. onthat
concurrence of Old Route 66 located by Capenter Park bawean Cabin Smoke Trall ad
the North Bak of the Sangamon River. The mation wes mede, ssconded ad
unanimoudy gpproved.”

If you have any questions, please don't hestateto contact Marshall Lemme, Historic
Sites Coordinator for the City of Springfield a 789-2377 ext. 235.

Sincerdly,

Q V

Ron Ladley

Chairperson

City of Springfleld
Historic Sites Commission
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