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S.Classification
Ownership of Propeity  Category of Property
[ X ] private [ ] buiding(s)
[ ] publicdocal [X] district
[ ] public-State [ ] ste
[ ] publcFederal Vv [ ] structure
[ ] object

Name of related multiple property listing.
NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
RECREATION AND CULTURE theater

7. Description

Architectural Classification
Other: Drvedn Theater

Narrative Description  See continuation sheet [ X].
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Number of Resources Within Property
Contributing Nor+contributing
3 1 buildings
0 0 sites
1 0 structures
0 0 objects
4 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register.
I\m 1

Current Functions
RECREATION AND CULTURE theater

foundation concrete
walls Stucco
Gass

other

See continuation sheet [ ]
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Summary: The Route 66 Drive-In Historic District islocated in Jagper County, in an open areaon
the western edge of Carthage, Missouri. Thedrive-in property covers approximately 9 acres, and
faces Old 66 Boulevard, which follows the original path of Missouri Route 66. The highway forms
the southern boundary of the district. The property contains alarge collection of highly intact
historic resources, most of which dateto the year the drive-in opened, 1949; all are in excdlent
condition. District boundaries includeall notable buildings and structures used by the 66 Drive-In
businessduring the period of significance. Those include: alarge sted-framed screen house, a
siucco concesson stand, aticket booth with glass block walls, and alarge freestanding neon sign
board. All four of thoseare counted as contributing resources. The setting isfurther enhanced by
the presence of severd original driveway and aide markers, most of the early spesker stands (now
missing the goeskers) and the original parking ramp syssem. The only non-contributing resource
in the district isalow modem meta-sided building which sts back to one sde of the entrance
drive. All of the historic resources of the drive-in have recently been restored, and the theater looks
and operatestoday much asit did during the period of significance.

Elaboration: The theater islocated on alevel plot of ground just west of Carthage, lessthan three
milesfromthe center of town. Unlike many early drive-ins, which have been surrounded by
development over the years, the 66 Drive-In retains itsearly rural setting. The surrounding parcels
of land are relatively open and undeveloped, and the drive-in lot isfringed with mature trees. (S
enclosed photos and topo map.)

Thedrive-in occupies alarge rectangular site which fronts on Old 66 Boulevard. The
property meeasures approximately 550 feet along the roadway and isabout 715 feet deep. (S Site
Plan, Figure One) Theactua outdoor theater areaislocated at the back of the property; the large
reen is =t back from the road, and faces away fromit. Thefront lawn, which dopesgently to the
street, contains entrance and exit drives, the freestanding signboard, the ticket booth, and the
modern building, which houses support operations for the busness. The new building, which has
metal-clad wallsand alow pitched gable roof, isthe only non-contributing resources within the
district. Itislocated aong the eastern edge of the property, and ispartly screened by awooden
fence. (See photo 12))

The front drivesflank asmall grass quadrangle which is accented by a neat row of boxwood
hedges. Both drives are marked by small metal entrance and exit Sgnswhich gppear to be early or
original. Thelarge freestanding signboard sits dose to the street, between the hedges, and the
ticket booth isset back from the road, near the screen. (See photos 1-3) The sign and ticket booth
both exhibit dements of the Streamline Moderne style, with curved lines and smooth surfaces.

Thelarge pole-mounted rectangular signriseswell abovethe line of the hedges, and is
eadly visblefromtheroad. It has the words "66 DRIVE-IN Now Showing" spelled out in red
neon aong the top edge. The curved top corners of the sign and the wideflat bandsaongits
lower Sdesare accented by lighter colored neon tubing. The body of the signboard, which holds
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removablelettersfor movie postings, islighted from within. The sign, which isfully operational

and highly intact, isacontributing structure.

Figure One. SitePlan Sketch of the Drive-In. Drawn by Debbie Sheals Not to scale

KEY

A. Screen House,
1949. Contributing
building.

B. Concesson
Stand/ Projection
Booth, ca 1949
Contributing
building.

C. Ticket Booth, ca
1949. Contiributing
building.

D. Front Sign, ca
1949. Confributing
structure.

E. New support
building, ca 1990,
Non-contributing
building.

F. Parking rows,
1949. (Notin
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1949. (Notin
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Theti cketbooth islocated near the southeast comer of the screen building, in the enfrance
drive. (See photos 2-4.) Itisavery smal building, no more than 5 feet by 9 feet, with awidely
overhanging flat roof. Theroof issupported by smpleround meta posts, and hastwo neon strips
aongits front edges. Thewalls of theticket booth, which are made up entirely of wavy glass
blocks, curve gentiy at eech comer. Large aluminum-framed windows occupy the upper haves of
all except the back wall, which contains apanded wood entrance door. Theticketboothisin
excellent condition and used for itsoriginal purpose. It isacontributing building.

The front lawn isvisually dominated by the back of the screen house, which doubles as a
billboard for the busness. Theback wall of the screen house, which dopesout and down, is
covered with largeflat pandsthat are edged by aress of open sed framework. (Sse photo 3) The
paneled section of that wall is painted white, with large red block letters which spell out "66
DRIVE-IN THEATER CARTHAGE, MQO". The paint isfresh;thelettering and color scheme are -
original, and closdy follow the traces of the original painted signwhich were there when
restoration of the theater began.

Thesloping back wall of the screen makesroom for alarge enclosure which was originally
designed to contain storage goace and an gpatment. That areatoday isused for equipment
dorage. Thesde wallsof that enclosure, which are set severd feet in from the sdesof the screen,
are sheathed with smple flat paneslike those used for the billboard. Large modem garage doors
occupy the base of eech sdewall. (Sse photo 4.) The screen houseisin excdlent condition and is a
contributing building.

Theflat front of the screen, which measures 48 feet by 95 feet, faces north, away from the
road. Thescreen surfaceitsalf isnot original; it was installed later, over the historicframework,to
accommodate the advent of Cinemascope. At the base of the screenisasolid wall which curves
out from both sdes of the screen sub-stmcture. Thewall isstmcturally tied to the screen building,
and at leadt part of it has the same type of open sted frameworkused for the main part of the
building. (Sse photos 10 and 11)) Thewall steps downin height asit moves away from thesdes
of the screen, and the Sde that faces the screen islined with modern advertisements. The curving
wall partiy encloses an early playground, which contains some early or original playground
equi pment.

The main theater areaiisreached via the drive which mns past theticket booth, near the eest
edge of the property. The outdoor auditorium of the drive-in contains twelve curved, evenly
goaced parking rows. Eachrow consgsts of aleve driving area, paraleled by aramp which
inclinestoward the screen for optimum viewing. (Cars park perpendicular to the drive, facing the
screen.) Theramps all have evenly spaced poles which once contained two speskers eech. There

A "Drive-In theater's Sted Tower," Carthage Evening Press September 3,1949, p. 10. Thisarticlewhich ran
in the loca paper afew weeks before the theater opened noted the planned uses for the area benegth the screen.
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are more than 280 oeaker pales altogether, with atotal capadty of morethan 500 cars™ (The
goeakers are gone the drive-in now broadcagds soimd viaradio.) At the end of several of therows
areearly or original row marker sgnswhich are niunbered and have" FULL" indicatorsto guide
moviegoer sawayfr omcrowded areas (See photo 5) Therow markers gt on poles the same sze
asthe speaker poles, and measure about 12 by 18inches. The backs of the Sgns bear the following
wordsinraised lettering: " Driveln Theater Mfg. Co. K.C. MO Modd 30001A Des Pat 154274."

The combination concesson stand/projection boaoth sts 238 feet awayfr omthe streen, in the
center of the auditorium gpace Itisalow-dxmg building with aflat roof, snooth succo wallsand
dements of the Sfreamline Modeme style. The comers of the facade are rounded, and the roof
extends out over the Sde bathroom entrances to emphaszethe horizontal linesof the building.
Narrow horizontal rows of glass blocks st into thefr eestandingwalls shdter the entrances and
continuethe greamlined matif. (See photos 6-10) The building ispainted a light aqua color which
istypical of Art Deco and Sfreamline Modemebuildings. The concesson sgand isin the back
(north) part of the building, and the bathrooms and prgjection booth are on the Sdedosest to the
sreen. The concesson stand/projection building isin excdlent condition and isa contributing
building.

The driveway along the west 9dedf the theater space isthe exit drive. Carsleaving the
theater drive south down that road, pas the screen and out to the highway. (Sse Figure One)
Swinging pipe gates attached to the screen wing walls at the enfrance and exit swing shut when the
drive-iinisdosad. A fence composad of vertical wooden dats mns along part of the enfrancedrive;
the exit driveis open to afr eedotted lawn on the southwest comer of the property.

Overall, thedrive-in looks and operates today much asit did in 1949. Thanksto the recent
restoration, theresourcesareall in very good to excellent condition and are once again functioning
in their original capacity. Thecontributing resourceswithin the Route 66 Drive-In Historic Disfrict
exhibit ahigh level of integrity in all areasof consideration: location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association. They clearly evoke their period of significance, d

~ Pole count isfrom an Architectural/Higoric Inventory Farm for the Drive-In which was prepared in 1993 by
Maura Johnson, for the Route 66 Assodiation of Missouri. (Copy on file with the State Higtoric Preservation Office,
Jefferson City, MO) The survey form etimated 566 cars, while " Drive-hi theater's Sied Towe™ prodaimed that the
theater would hold 500 cars
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Summary: The 66 Drive-In, in Carthage, Missouri, issignificant under Criterion A in the areaof
Entertainment/Recreation. It isahighly intact drive-in theater which looksand operates today
much as it did the year it opened for busness, 1949. Thedrive-in was the product of anational
boom in drive-in theater constmction which followed WWII; the nmnber of drive-insin the nation
jumped from 52in 1941 t04,5000 in 1956. This property gains further sgnificancefromits
asociation with historic Route 66, which originally bordered the property. The 66 Drive-inisthe
oldest and most intact historic drive-in theater located directly on Route 66in Missouri, and one of
only nine drive-in theatersknown to be operating on Route 66 anywhere in the United States. The
drive-in was built in 1949 by local busnessmen William D. Bradford and V. F. Naramore, and
remained in operation imtil 1985. The period of significance mns from the opening date of 1949 to
1952, the arbifrary fifty year cut-off point. The historic resources associated with the 66 Drive-In
were all restored in the mid 1990s after which the theater resumed itsorigina function. Itis
significant as arare example of a once-common theater type—the drive-in.

Elaboration: Carthageislocated in southwestem Missouri, in Jagoer County. |t isthe sscond

largest town in the county, and serves as the county seat. Carthage has enjoyed aooess to major
fransportation networks throughout itshistory. It was served by anumber of cross-date and cross-
country rail linesin the late 19* century, including the &. Louisand San Francisco, and the

Missouri Pecific. In the early 20* century, Carthage benefitted from the establishment of a
datewide road system as well; a 1924 highway map of the state shows that southwestem Missouri
dready had asignificant concentration of improved roadways at that time. One of the longest
continual sectionsof paved road shown on that map ran right through Carthage. What was then
eadt-west State Highway 14 was amost completely paved from the Kansas Stateline to afew miles
eadt of Springfield, which isabout 60 mileseast of Carthage.! State Highway 14 was soon after
incorporated into the new Interstate highway system, as part of the famed transcontinental

highway, U. S Highway 66, known by mostfravel erssimply as Route 66*

Route 66 had an immense effect upon the state and the nation. Asthe first national highway
linking Chicago and Los Angeles, it expanded travel optionsin away the railroads had only
touched upon. In the decades following the creation of Route 66, millions of fravel ersexperienced
Missouri viaRoute 66, and the highway became an interstate conduit for tourism and other
fraveler-related busnessactivities. Proximity to the popular new highway provided loca
busness=s with aready-madeclientele, and in many towns, the highway became an essentia

N Missouri State Highway Commission, "Missouri's Road Sysem: Map Showing Construction Progress,”
January, 1924. (From the collections of the State Historical Society fo Missouri)

U. S Department of Trangportation Federd Highway Administration, Americas Highways 1776-1976,
(Washington, D. C: USCPO, 1976) pp. 108-109.
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SStatement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

[X]A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad pattems of our history.

[ 1B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past

[ 1 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction or represents the wori( of a master,
or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lacl( individual distinction.

[ 1D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important
in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Property is:
[ 1A oaned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

[1 B removed from its originallocation.

[ IC a birttiplace or grave.

[ 1D a cemetary. B AV
[ ]E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[]1 F a commemorative property.

[ 1G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within ttie
past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
See continuation sheet [x].

9. Mgor Bibliographic References

Bibliography

See continuation sheet [x].

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
[ ] preiminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) hes
been requested

[ ] previously listed inttie National Register

[ ] previously determined €ligible by the National Register

[ j designated a National Historic Landmark >
[ j recorded by Historic American Buidings Sunvey

#

Areas of Significance

Entertainment/Recreation

Period of Significance
19991982

Significant Dates

199

Significant Person(s)
NA

Cultural Affiliation
NA

Architect/Builder
Buider/ Ozakk Engineerina Compary

Primary location of additional data:
[ X ] State Historic Preservation Office
[ ] Ottier State Agency
[ ] Federal Agency
[ ] Local Govemment
[ 1 University
[] Other:

Neme of repaository:

Page 3
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dement of the local economy. Thishdd true egpedally during the Great Depresson, atime which
actually saw an overall increase in volume for some roadgde busnesses Theniunber of cottage
courtsin the country, for example, increased morethan 43% during the 1930s"

Route 66 and the rest of the interdate highway system devdoped largdy in responseto the
explogve growth in automobile use and owner ship which occurred in thefirst decadesof the 20*
century. Thenumber of carsregidered nationwide increased at aremarkableratein thefirst third
of the century, from just over 12 million in 1913 to morethan 19 million in 1925* Therewere
compar ablejumpsin Missouri, where vehide regigrations rose from just over 16,000 in 1911, to
more than 750,000 in 1931, the year paving of Route 66 was completed in Missouri* That growthin
automobile owner ship, paired with the availability of good roads, ushered in an eraof individual
mobility which had never before bean possble. Route 66 connected dozens of small townsin
Missouri with the rest of the country, and the ever-expanding national love affair with the
automobile ensured that connection was hereto say.

That loveaffair with the automobile also spurred the creation of many new types of
busnesseswhich wererdated to itsuse. Entrepreneur sacr oss the nation found ways to cash in on
the now-ubiquitous car. Onesuch person was Richard M. Hallingshead, Jr., who invented the
drive-in theater. Asone higory of the busness put it:

In the early 19305 Hallingshead began experimenting with showing moviesout of
doors. By satting up aprgector on hisautomaobile hood and aimingit at his garage,
heingenioudy combined two of the things that people were mod rductant to give up
during the depresson: cars and movies*

Hollingshead fdt strongly enough about the potential popularity of hisidea that he applied
for apatent on the concept, which hewas granted in 1933. That same year, he and his partners
opened the world'sfirst drive-in theater, in Camden, New Jassy” The patent includes his

A John Margalies Home Away From Home Matdsin America, (Bagon: Bulfinch Press, 1995) pp. 32-36.

* FredericL Paxson, " The Highway Movement, 19161935 The American Higtorical Review, 51, no. 2
(1946). 236-253.

N Wilson Bell, Seoretary of Sate, Official Manual of the State of Missouri Oefferson City: Mid-State Printing
Co., 1906) p. 827.

* Chede H. Liebs Main Streat to MiradeMile American Roadsde Ar chitecture, (Baltimore The Johns
Hopkins Univer sty Press, 1995) p. 153.

' Liebs p. 155.
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personal description of the drive-in concept: "My invention relatesto anew and useful outdoor
theater....whereby the transportation facilities to and from the theater are madeto constitute an
element of the seating of the theater."" The patent application included information on a wide
variety of features, and its content shows that Hollingshead had identified all of the major elements
needed for a successful drive-in operation. Thousands of other drive-ins built over next few
decades, including the 66 Drive-In, bear a striking resemblanceto his original design.

Figure Two. PerspectiveView of aDrive-in, From the 1933 Patent Application, (Patent number
1,909,537; Richard M . Hollingshead, Jr.) The gpplicationisreproduced in full as an gopendix to Drive-In
Theaters, by Kery Seyave, (Jefferson, North Cardlinaand London: McFarland & Co, Inc., 1992)

Kerry Sayave Drive-ln Thegtas (Jferson, North Cardlinaand London: McFarland & Co, Inc., 1992)
Appendix 1, pp. 208
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A specific comparison of 66 Drive-In with the features described in the original 1933 patent
application reveals many smilarities. In the patent narrative, Hollingshead wrote of the nead for a
"auitable plot of ground” which, likethe 66 Drive-In property, should have at least oneedge
" bordering upon the highway or dregt.” Healso soent much timedescribing the varioustypes of
driveways and gallsfor the automobiles Thedesgn o the inclined ramps of the 86 Drive-Inis
very dmilar to hisoriginal concept. Themajor difference between the two isthat the rampsdf the
66 Drive-ln are doped in the front to allow motorigs to drive forward into the next driveway when
exiting; that isamodification which was made industry-wide at an early date. (Hallingshead's
design had cars pulling up to ashort retaining wall, wiuch meant everyone had to back out to exit.)
Also, hisplan for getting carsin and out of the theater was nearly identical to that vised at the 66
Drive-In, with the driveway leading carspag a small ticket booth and then left into the ramping
sysem, with the exit out the other sde.

The screen house shown in the patent drawingisalso Smilar to the one at the 66 Drive-In,
egpecially initslocation backing up to the adjacent roadway. That particular layout proved to have
a double advantage facing the screen away fi-om the public road enam-ed that driver shad to come
into the theater to see the show, and the back of the screen house proved to bea great oot for
advertiang. AsCheder Liebsput it: "the back of the drive-in streen tower, if visble from the
highway, offered unlimited possbilities for catching the attention of motorigs whizzing by." "

Hallingshead clearly saw that advantage from the beginning; histheater in Camden
featured an daborate Art Deco style screen houseg, the back of which faced theroad and carried the
following words

DRIVE-IN THEATER
WORLD'S FIRST
SIT IN YOUR CAR
SEE AND HEAR

MOVIES

The owners o the 66 Drive-ln also used thar screen house, which isby far the largest structureon
the property, to advantage Thelargered letterson the white background were dearly desgned to
catch 'the attention of motorigts, ajob they continue to do today.

That soreen was actually drawing attention to the busness even before the first moviewas
shown. An artidein the local paper whichran in early Sgptember of 1949 induded a photo of the
metal framework asit was being assembled, along with an update on the congruction project.

" Uebs,p.160.

" A phao o that soreen houseisinduded in Segrave, p. 5.
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That article, which was titled "Drive-In Theater's Sted Tower," included information about the
builders, revealing that it was largely alocal operation. The earthwork for the project, which
involved creating rampsfor some50 cars, was done by the Sweany Construction Company of
Neosho, Missouri, which isabout 25 milesfrom Carthage. The screen housewas built by the
Ozark Engineering Company, from the nearby town of Joplin.

The same articlenoted that "beneath the sted work back of the tower, a storage room and
apartment will be buUt."" That combination of screen houseand living quarterswas not unheard-
of in theindustry. Chester Liebsnotes, for example, that "the owners of the Cherry Hill Drive-in
(in South Carolina) were concerned about providing full-time security for their theater, so they
built their twelve room house beneeth the danted supports of the screen tower.""

wenmaea e DRIVEAN THEATERS STEHEL TOAE

66 Drive-In, asit
appeared lessthan
amonth before
opening day. From
"Drive-In Theater's
Sted Tower."
Carthage Evening
Press September 3,
1949, p. 10.

Surprisingly, the
drive-in opened
lessthan three
weeks after the
bareframe of the
screen was shown
in the local paper.
On September 22,
1949, afront page
articlein that ssame

" "Drive-In Theater's Sted Tower," p. 10.

"Liebs, p. 161.
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paper prodaimed: " New 66 Drive-In Theater Wes of Town in Formal Opening Tonight." ' The
artideincluded adescription of thefacility and noted that the " acdaimed” theater was" ane of the
finest in the mid-wed...the films will be shown on one of thelargest ded soreensinthearea...it is
completein every detail with snack bar, modern rest rooms and other features desgned for the
comfort of the parons" M

Although it wascommon in thelate 1940s for local theater operatorsto fight the
establishment of drive-ins, thisventure appearsto represent more of an "if you can't beat 'em, join
'em" attitude the new ownersalready operated an indoor theater in downtown Carthage. The
artide about the screen tower had noted that " owners of thenew drive-in areW. D. Bradfied and
V. F. Naramor e, who operate the Roxy theater on the south sde of the square”" M The operiing
night artide also noted that Naramor e, who was Bradfidd's son-in-law, would bein charge of
managing the drive-in, while Bradfidd would say on at the Roxie, and book moviesfor both
venues.

Dual theater owner ship may also have hdped the partners ga better films. Drive-in theater
operatorsof thetime had ahard time getting digributors to rent quality films to them. Asone
historical account put it " The mgor sudios amply dominated the industry and didn't want to
cheapen thar image by rdeasng movies to outdoor thesters'~* Another accoimt noted that theater
owners had been fighting the battle for years by the time the 66 Drive-ln opened. One theater
owner went to court in 1940 after learning that ""themgor studios refused to let him have product
on any bads nat first run, sscond nm, or any other run. It wasthar palicy, they told him, to
protect their old cusomers, which meant theindoor houses"" Bradfidd may have been able to
use his connection to the indoor Raoxie to lever age better dealsfor hisdrive-in operation.

It should also be noted that although the 66 Drive-In was built more than 15 years after
Hollingshead'sfirs theater opened in New Jersey, it isactually ardativdy early example of the
genre Variousmarket conditions, including patent battles andfightswith the mgor studios, had
combined to dday widespread acogptance of the drive-in concept. A short artide about drive-ins
which appeared in Timemagazine in 1941, for example, noted that there werethen only about fifty

"New 66 Drive-ln Theater Wes of Town in Formal Grand Opening Tonight." Carthage Evening Press.
September 22,1949, p .l

"*| bid.
"Drivelln Theater's Sted Tower," p. 10.

" Don and Susan Sanders The American Drive-In Movie Theater, (OsceolaWI: Matorbooks Intl., 1997) p.

¥ Segrave, p. 52
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such theaters open nationwide. That author did, however, observe that thingswere beginning to
pick up: "In the eight yearssnce the first licensed Drive-1n opened for busness, the then-crackpot
cinema sideline has expanded into a$3,000,000 industry supporting 52 theaters, with twelve others
abuilding, and 50 more contracted for."” The same article dso gives acolorful contemporary
description of the drive-insgrowing allure:

For casud moviegoers, the Drive-In offers innumerable luxuries. It isasolutionfor
the moviegoer's car parking problem, for personselderly, ill, or crippled, for those
who don't like to dress for the dovmtown cinema, for parentswith no one to mind the
children, for those who like to talk and smoke during a performance, and for yoimg
bloods |ooking for a place to make two-bit love.

By the end of that decade, the advantages described in Time had overcome the legal and
logistical issues, and the drive-in busnesssaw aperiod of explosvegrowth. Theincreasein the
number of drive-insin operation from the 1940s to the 1950s rivals the rate of growth of the
automobile earlier in the decade. Censusof Busness figures show that the number of drive-insin
the nationincreased from 820 in 1948to 3,799 in 1954. Therate of growth in Missouri was even
more dramatic, jumping from 16 in 1948, to an al-time high of 124 in 1954 The 66 Drive-In,
therefore, opened on the eve of what one history of the drive-in refersto as "the Golden Y ears."»

Thiswas ds0 atime of great increasein use of Route 66, and the automobilein general. As
one history of the drive-in put it, “postwar prosperity nurtured new enterprises, and many found
the overloaded American road the perfect place to start a new business and take advantage of
traveling motorists. Souvenir shops, ges stations, and drive-in restaurantswere springing tolife
everywhere, but the drive-in grew the most significantly."

Bradfield and Narramore's choice of the name"66 Drive-In" wasin al likelihood a
conscious effort to Imk the operation to the trans-continental route which ran past itsfiont drive.
By that time, the heavily traveled Route 66 was taking itsplace in popular culture. Bobby Troupe's
smnash hit "Get Y our Kicks on Route 66" had been out for three yearsby then, and various
guidebooks to attractions along the way had been published. Budnessss all over the country,
including severd drive-in theaters, were capitalizing on the road'sfameby then. At one time there

" "Drive-Ins," TimeJuly 14,1941, p. 66.
Sagrave, p. 187 and Appendix 6.
" Segrave, pp. 60-98. Three chaptersof that book detail eventsduring "the Golden years, 1950s'.

N Sanders, p. 30.
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were at leas @ght ather drive-insin the country which induded 66 in ther name of those, only 3
are open today.

Many features of the 66 Drive-In in Carthage, including the neon sgn board out front, the
glass blockticketbooth and the degk new concesson stand, exhibit at least some dements of the
Art Deco style. The smooth surfacesand rounded comers of the sgn and the support buildings
reflect the widespread popularity of the style among theater desgners of thetime. One history of
North American architecture noted that " Art Deco wasfound everywhere asatheater syle,
because assodation with maotion pictures univer sally carried connotations of " moder nity."

Ancther higorian of roadgde architecture noted that the syle was attr active to theater
desgners for its practical reasons aswell. Chester Liebsobserved that the " baubles by the
thousands' which had characterized indoor movie palaces of the 1920s " added up to a
condderable outiay" which wasnat practical in the lean yearsof the depresson. The cdlean lines of
the Art Deco movement, by contragt, had the dual attraction of cormaoting modernity and being
Inexpendve to execute

Whitewall surfaces sculpted in Art Deco angles and sreamlined curves and bathed

in multicolor lights took the place of the daborate exterior detailing of the previous

era...By theend of the decade, dozens of downtown theaters..gported anew look in

theater desgn that might be labded Hollywood Modeme™*

The style proved to be aspopular with drive-in desgners asit has with " hardtop” movie ar chitects.
As one would expect, the mogt publicly visble resour ces of the 66 Drive-In are also the mogt
highly styled. The dectric 9gnboard, which stsdoseto the highway, isone of the most daborate
resour ces on the property, a gatus which reflectsits importance to the busness. Asone higory has
noted, next to the soreen house, the " ssoond most important device for calling attention to the
drive-in was the attraction board usually located near the edge of the highway." * The extensave
use of neon for the 66 Drive-In 9gn, in combination with the curved top and streamlined styling,
are typical o bath the Art Deco style and roadsde sgnage of the period. The small but degant
ticket booth, with itscurved comers and glass block walls, continues the streamlined matif. The

A Drive On In mantains a drivein database an thar webste which can be sorted by daty, name o location
an Raute 66, The database indudes basc infarmatian, induding address and gparationd datus
(httpW wwwdriveinsaom, Oddoer, 2AR2)

A Gowans Alan, Syles and Types o Nath American Ardhitedure (Nav Yak: HarperCdling 1999) p.
252

~ Ldbs pp. 155160
ALdbs p. 161
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smooth walls and glassblock accentsof the concession stand/projection booth also reflect Deco
influences, although to a lesser extent than the resourcesvisible from the highway.

The 66 Drive-In is significant as a rare intact example of a once-common businesstype. The
explosive growth of the drive-in theater businesswhich beganin the late 1940sdid not last; by the
late 1980s, the number of drive-insin operation in the country had dropped back almost to 1940s
levels™* In Missouri, for example, only 24 Drive-inswere open in 1987, a number which has now
dropped to 14. (S= Appendixes.) Intact historic drive-ins are even more scarce on Route 66; a
recent survey of the surviving historic resourceson Route 66 in Missouri found that the 66 Drive-In
isonly one of threedrive-inson or closeto that route. Itisthe oldest of those three, and by far the
most intact. The other two are the Holiday Drive-In, in Springfield, built inthe 1960sor 70s, and
the 1954 Highway 19 Drive-In, in Cuba, Missouri, which is actually afew miles off of Route 66:"*

The 66 Drive-In, of Carthage, Missouri, looks and operates today very much asit did a half
century ago. It continues to reflect its original fimction, and stands as an important link to the
"Golden Years' of the drive-in theater. Itisarare, significant survivor. Ci

Figure Four. One of the first ads for =
the Drive-in ever to run in the local '~

newspaper. \
Fom the Carthage Evening Rress Sqtamber

R DRIVE-IN THEATER

ONE MILE WEST OF CAKTHACE ON f5B.71
THURSDAY  — FRIDAY — SATURDAY

* First Showing of New DrlvZ'In

"TWO GUYS FROM TEXAS'

DENNIS MORGAN .JACK CAItSON
e > oK Warner Bros. Musicnl Siwwh
N Also

it ajlKEL COMEDY — '"SADDLE UP"
COIX>R CARTOON—"HOUSE FLY FLEES"

M«Miii>xt.. -AA* -\

Canas of Budness figures, from Segrave, Appendix 6.

S Baky L. Shider, PiD and Debbie Sheds Raute 66 in Missouri, (Columbia, MO: State Higtoric
Presarvation Office, 2002) Survey Report. The CubaDrive-in was nat officidly inventoried as part of that project,
due to its location off the route.
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Appendix 1.
Number of Drive-insopen in Missouri 1948-1987.
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Fam Driveln Thedias (Jfferson, North Cardinaand London: Mdradand & Co, Inc., 1992) Appendix 6.

Y ear Drive-ins open
1948 16
194 124
1958 21
1963 . 108
1967 3
1972

1977 é@l
1982

1987

Appendix 2.

Drive-insanywhere on 66, which were open as of the fall of 2002.

(From www.Drive-ins.com)

Name, Location

66 Drive-In, Cathage, MO

Cascade Outdoor Theetre, W. Chicago, IL
Route 66 Drive-In, Springfield, 1L
Skyview Drive-In, Litchfield, 1L

Admiral Twin Drive-In, Tulsa, OK

66 Wes Twin Drive-In, Weatherford, OK
Winchester Drive-In, Oklahoma City, OK
TasocosaDrive-In, Amarillo, TX

Skyline Drive-In, Barstow, CA

Appendix 3.

Open Drive-insin Missouri, as of the fall of 2002.
(Fromwww.Drive-ins.com)
(Fromwww.Drive-ins.com)

19 Drive-In, Cuba, MO
21 Drive-In, Van Buren, MO
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SedaliaDrive-ln, Sedalia, MO

66 Drive-In, Carthage, MO

Barco Drive-ln, Lamar, MO

1-0 Driveln, Kansas City, MO
Macon Drive-In, Macon, MO

M oberly Five-and-Drive, Moberly, MO
Owen Drive-In, Seymour, MO
Pine Hill Drive-ln, Piedmont, MO
Sarlite Drive-In, Cadet, MO
Sunst Drive-ln, Houston, MO
Sunst Drive-ln, Aurora, MO
Twin Drive-In, Independence MO

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

66 Drive-In Historic District
Jasper County, Missouri
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|0.Geographical Data

Page 4

Acreage of Property 9 acres
waﬂReeferenC&Easﬁ Northi B. Zore East Northi

: | . i
15 1. 15 37&{%(3 4]149%9
C. Zore Easi Northi D. Zone Easting Northing
15 1. 15 33400 4114730

[ ] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By
namefite  Debbe Sheals

oraanization Private Contractor date Sepember. 2002
street & number 406 West Broadway telephone 573-874-3779
city or town  Coumbia state Missoui  zip code 65203

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed fonn:

Continuation Sheets

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additiona ltems
(Chedk with the SHPO or FOP for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO)
name Mak Goodman

street & number 17231 Od 66 Bivd.

city or town Carthage state MO

telephone  417-358-8362

Zp code 64836
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Verbal Boundary Description

The south nine acres of the west 15 acres of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeest Quarter
of Section 1, Township 28, Range 32, in Jagper County, Missouri, as contained between theright of
way linesof old U. S Highway 66 and new U.S. Highway 66 and 71 in Jagper County, Missouri.

Boundary Justification

The current boundaries encompass all of the land associated with the drive-in during the
period of significance which retainsintegrity. Therear 6 acresof the parcd owned by the current
owner of the theater contains aresidential property which isnot associated with the drive-in.

Photographs i
Thefollowinginformationisthe same for all photographs:
66 Drive-In Historic District
17231 Old 66 Blvd., Carthage
Jagper Coimty, MO
Debbie Sheds
] May, 2002

Missouri Cultural Resourcelnventory, MO Department of Natural Resour ces, Jefferson City.

List of Photographs

Seephoto key for indication of camera angle. .
1. Front sign, looking towards the road.

2. Ticket booth, from entrance drive, with signin background.
3. Screen and ticket booth.

4. Screen, from the west.

5. Aide markersin the theater, looking north.

6. Projection booth/concession stand, and thester.

7. Projection booth/ concesson stand. , ;
8. Projection booth/concession stand, with parking ramps.
9. Thesater, from northwest comer.

10. Full theater and screen, from northeast comer.
11. Screen and playground.
12. Sdeview of screen, fromthe west. (Non-contributing building isin the background.)
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Bob Holden, Governor « Stephen M. Mahfood, Director
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Ms. Card Shull

United States Dept. of the Interior RECEMED 2280
National Register of Historic Places -
1201 T street NW, 6* Floor

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:

Please find enclosed the following submission from Missouri for nomination to the National Register of
Historic Places:

66 Drive-n [preferred]
Jasper County, Missouri

Our state review board, the Missouri Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, approved the above
nomination on February 14,2003. All owners and appropriate elected public officials were notified and
provided at least thirty (30) days to comment on the above proposed nomination in accordance with
Section 36CFR60.6, interim regulations, using the exact notification format recommended by the National
Register. No objections, notarized or othenivise, were received for the above referenced nomination.

If you have any questions conceming this submission, please contact Tiffany Patterson of my staff at
573/751-7800 or at the State Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 176, Jefferson City, Missouri, 65102.

Sincerely,

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

LaVeme Brondel
Interim Director and Deputy
State Historic Preservation Officer

LB:tp

Enclosures: as stated
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