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fequeaing delermlintiono lor Individint properdM and diatrlets. Sm Instructions in H^'to Comphle the

1. Name of Property -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Nstorlc name Abandoned Route 66, Cuervo to SR 156 

other names/site number_____________________________

Z. Location

street A ntaikMf Cuervo to the Junction with SR 156 

Cuervodty or town_

______ New Mexico

□ not for pubiicaiion 

__ C3 vicinity
code Nf^inty Guadalupe code_®12. zip code. 88417

3. Steteffedaral Aoencv Certification

CaJ —
Signem ol oerHlying oMdaVTitte ^ ^

/JtzLj t, ^
Slali 61 Fadarai agency and bur«au •</i r^. /L

In my opinion. Ite property □ meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. {□ See conUnuaiion sheet lor additional 
comments)

Signature o< oeclMylng olliciainiUe Dale

Stale or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
1 hereby^rtify that Ihe property is: 

fReniered in die National Regisier.
□ See continualion sheet.

□ determined eligible lor the
National Register
□ See conanwation sheet

□ determined not eligible for Ihe
Naiionat Register.

n removed from the NeMnal 
Register.

D other, (orplain:)________ ___

Signature, ol Ihe Date ol Action



Rt. 66. Cuervo tn 5?R
Nama o( Property

5. g—rifkatllon 
Ownarahip of Property
fChMk M iMny bOMS u «ppty)

□ private
G3 public-local
□ public-state
□ public-Federal

Category of Property 
(Check on^ one box)

□ buikJirvg(s)
□ district
□ site
@ structure
□ object

GuadaJLuDfi_CQUii£j£._llli-
iSiie ^County end:

fteme of related muftiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" H property e not pail o( a muUipio property lisling.)

_Hist. & Arch. Resources of Rt. ftfi through NM

6. Function or Use

Number of Resources within Property
(Do rwt Irvdude prevtoutly Mad resources tn the courS.)

Contributing
0

Nonoontributing
0

0 n
1 0
0 0

1 n

buildings 

sites
structures 

objects 

Total
Number of contributing resources prevtously listed 
in the National Register

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from tnebuctions)

TRANSPORTATION: roaH-rr>1nr>.H

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION; rrind-rt^lnrod

7. Description
Architectural Claeeification 
(Enter categortes from instructions)
_______ no Style

Materlais
(Enter categories from instruettona)

foundation_____ N/A_____

walls_____ N/A

N/A
other earth fill, asphalt surfacino.

concrete culverts
Narrative Description
(Daacribe Ihs Nstoric and current condition of the property on orte or more continuation sheets.)



Rt. 66, Cuervo to SR 156
Name of Prop«fty

Guadalupe County, NM 
County and Sm*

8. Statement of SignMcance
AopHeable National RegMar Critofta
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes lor the crbarta
lor National Registw Iistirt0.)

lor the crbarta quaMying lha property
Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories horn insiniciionB)

□ A Pfoperty is associated wUh events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

□ B Property is associated with (he ives of persons
significarU in our past.

□ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the vvortr of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishabie entity whose components lade 
individual distinction.

□ 0 Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehist^ or history.

Criteria ConsideraUons
(Maik "x*' in as tfw boaaa that roP>y)

Property is;

□ A owned by a refigious instllulion or used for
religious purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ O a cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed buMfog, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

Q G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past SO years.

transportation

Period of SIgnifkance
1932-1952

Significant Dates 
1932, 1952

Significant Person 
(Complela M Crtarion 8 Is marked alxwa) 

N/A

Cultural Afflliatfon 
N/A

Archnect/Buikter
N/A

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain iba signiUcanca ol ttw prapaity on one or more oonUnuailon sheets)
9. Major Bfcliogrw)liical neforences
Bibliography
(Cite the books, anxiles, and other sources used « preparing this lorm on one or more continualion sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) been requested

□ previously listed in the National Register
□ prevkxisfy determined eligible by the National

Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Suniey

#
□ recorded by Historic American Er>gineering

Record #

Primary location of additional data:
0 State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other

Name of repository:



Rt. 66, Cuervo to SR 156
N«m o( Prapwty

10. GKoflrapNcal Of

Guadalupe County. NM 
OouMyandSM*

Aeraage of Property 84 acres

UTM References
(Ptaoe adtttional UTM nttorences on a continuation ahaet.)

1 tl 3 i b l5 3 i6 il lO I |3 i8 l7 t6 I? tO lO I
Zona Easting NotMng

2 I li 3l 1 5| 5 j <1 5 d I 3 d 16 ll tl lOl

VertMl Boundary Daacription
(Oaaorfbo ■» boundarisa ct iha praparty on a oonOnuaiion ahaaij 

Boundary Justification
<ExpWn aiby tha boundartaa wore saloclad on a continuation ahaat.)

11. Form Praparad By '

3LLl3J l5Ui6l7i7i Ol I 3, 8l 6. Tl 0. A. d
Zone Eatang NoilMig

4|_lJ I I . I . . I I . I ■ I . . I
□ See continuation sheet

namefIMe. David J. Kamner Ph.D.

oraanization contract historian August, 1993

alraat & nuiiiiar ^21 Aliso Dr. NE
telephone (505) 266-0586

dtyoMown Albuquerque
State. NM zip code 87108

AddMional OooumantadM
Sttaill 0M folawlng I aOh «ia ooiwpland toon

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A uses mop (7.5 or 15 minute eeriee) intScaling the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Representative black and white photographs of tha propeily.

Additional Items
fChack w«h «w SHPO or FPO tor any

Property Owner
(Potnplata INs item at ttia request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name__

Street & number, 

dty or town___

telephone.

state. zip code.

Sra==S=“=aH=S“S™55H“;-£r
MMugmimi and Budgsl. Paperamti RaAidions ProiacU (10240016). Washinaton. OC 20603.



Hiafr- t Arch. Hescxiroes of Rt. 66/Hew Mexico 
Name of Multiple Property Usting

(kiadalupe Q3unty/Me« Mexioo 

County and State
NP8 Fotm 104004
«MU OMBNCk1QM«no

tinned States Department of the Intedor 
National Parte Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet
Section 7^ Page _JL

Historic and Architoctnral Rasoorces of Rt. 66 through MN 
Guadalupe County, Hew Mexico
7. Description

This 6.9 su.le section of abandoned Route 66 serves as a 
local road for ranchers autd utility company line crews. It siarks 
one of the few places where the road deviated snbstantially from 
the railroad right of way. Although disuse and the erosive 
forces of nature have resulted in the deterioration of the 
asf^alt surface, concrete culverts, a yellow center stripe, and 
modest bank cuts remain. These structural elements as well as the 
original cross section template and the vistas of the surrounding 
rural landscape contribute to the historic feeling of this road 
section.

Passing southwest from Cuervo, this abandoned portion of 
Route 66 crosses e deep arroyo carved by Cuervito Creek, 
employing a large concrete box culvert, and then climbs two 
hundred feet to an elevation of 5,100 ft. at Mesita Contadero. 
Small bank cuts marking the ascent give way to a table land where 
the road bed is built on the mesa's relatively flat rock and 
caliche surface. Despite much deteriorating asphalt the yellow 
median stripe of the twenty-four ft. wide road is often evident. 
Fences line the right of way, enclosing rangeland marked by short 
grasses and cholla cactus. Typical of most ascents along Route 
66, a gas station awaited motorists at the rise, a spot now 
marked only by the buildings' foundations and concrete pusf> 
island. With 1-40 well removed to the north, this road section 
offers unbroken scenic vistas of eastern Mew Mexico rangeland, 
conveying a strong feeling of early motor travel across rural 
portions of the state.
8. Statement of Significance

This road section was realigned from an earlier course in 
1932 under PAP 114-C and served as Route 66 and 54 until 1952 
when the highway was realigned along the course presently 
followed by 1-40. This section of abandoned Route 66 is 
significant for its association with the rise of automobile



ft Arch. Rescxcroes of Rt. 66/New Mexico 
Nmw of MiiUpie Property Ustir^

Guadalupe Oounty/New Mexico
County and State

MKtamioeaiKa
IMO c*ABHo.xe*«m
UnNed States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet
Section 8^^^ Page _2__

Historic and Architectoral Rosourcas o£ Rt. 66 through MM 
Guadalupe County, Mew Mexico
Significance (continued)
tourism in Mew Mexico aa disonssed in the Multiple Property 
listing and thus is eligible under Criterion A. With its 
historic alignment, its croas-section tamplate, its structural 
elements including culverts and cut banks reflecting early road 
construction, design, materials and workmanship, the section is 
eligible under Criterion C.
9. Bibliography

"Plan and Profile of FAP 114-C" dated 12/1/32. On file at the 
Mew Mexxco State Highway and Transportation Department, Records 
Control Unit of Records Management, Santa Fe.
Verbal Boundary Description
This property is 6.9 miles long and is indicated on Guadalupe 
County property maps as abandoned. The northeast end lies at tbe 
junction of old Route 66 with the eastbound 1-40 exit raim at 
Cuervo, and the southwest end is at the junction with 8R 156. The 
aides are marked by a corridor extending fifty feet on either 
side of the road's centerline, marking a right of way of 100 
the^l930s^*^™* width used by the State Highway Department during

Boundary Justification

^“®i®des the entire parcel historically associated 
with this section of Route 66.



United StatM Omrtmant of the Interior
Sflrvic0Natkxuil Part(

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet
Section number Page

Route 66 Through Rw Mexico MPS

T 1 .V. '* -

I ■ -

.. 1 •

COVER

1. Atzec Auto Court
%

2. Cottage Bakery

3. El Vado Auto Court '-'iv i- - ^

A. Jones Motor Conpany

5. La Mesa Hotel

6. Malsel's Indian Trading Post

7. Modem Auto Court

8. Plg’n Calf Lunch J-.*.*

9. Tower Courts

*• • *• 4*" * “■-<

10. JM 156 *

U. Henaan's, Roy T., Garage and Service Station “i*»w..
12, Log Cabin Motel ^uctauU-‘ ^ •

13. State Maintained Route 66—Manuelito to the
Arlsona Border

14. Blue Swallow Itotel u.«.iUu.l.vu ii*« •*#

15. Locally Maintained Route 66—Glcnrio to San Jon

16. State Maintained Route 66—Palonaa to Mont03ra b*.

17. Evans, Greene, Garage

Date Listed

T



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

Abandoned Route 66—Cuervo to NM 156 

Route 66 Through New Mexico MPS

STATE & COUNTY: NEW MEXICO, Guadalupe

DATE RECEIVED: 10/13/93
DATE OF 16TH DAY: >
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 93001206

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

DATE OF PENDING LIST! 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 11/27/93

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM:
OTHER: N PDIL:
REQUEST: Y SAMPLE:

N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: Y 
N PERIOD: Y PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
Y SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N

COMMENT WAIVER:
'ACCEPT

N

RETURN

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

REJECT DATE

RECOM 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLI 
DATE //

. / CRITERIA AWER ^
LINE

J _ - -_______
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N



CLASSIFICATION

count ^•sourc* type
STATE/FCDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION 

___historic .current

DESCRIPTION

.architectural classification 
iterials 

.descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE

Period Arehs of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Stateaient of Significance (in one paragraph)

.sumnary paragraph

.conpleteness

.clarity

.applicable criteria 
.justification of areas checked
relating significance to the resource 

___context
relationship of integrity to significance

___ justification of exception
___other

BIBLIOGRAPHy

GEOGRAPHICAL

acreage
UTMs

DATA

verbal boundary description 
boimdary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

sketch n»aps _USGS maps ^_photographs _ presentation

OTHER COMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomination stay be directed to

- Phone

Signed Date














