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it Property

nnwM» aalntained Rt. 66; San Jon to Tucuacari

othemames/sile number Ozark Trail, NM 3

2. Location

street & number of San Jon to E. exit of 1~40 at Tucumcari

dtvortown San Jon_____
□ not for publication 

__ □vidnity

Kew Mexico NM county. Quay code - *^37 zio code 88434

'Federal Agency Certification

> SHfio
certifying officaatmito 

of Fedtral agency and btn^

/O - ( >Qt7

h toy opinion. Ihe property □ maatt □ does not meal ttw Natlonai RagMer criiaria. (□ Sea conlhiualion sheaf lor addttionar

Signaiufa of certifying oNiciainina

I or FaderU agen^ and bureau

4. MaieiiBl Parte Service Certilication 
I harsfay certify Ihai iha property is:

Mdtrad in Iha National Regtsfar. 
□ See cotdinualion sheet

□ datormined afigibfa ter toe
National Ragisiar 

O See commuation sheet.
□ dslermnad not eirgtbte tor the

Nadonsl Ragisiar.
□ fewMad fromttia National

Register
O oiisr. (eicplam )_______

^Sigr^tore^ithe Keeper Oaleol Action
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Rt. 66, San Jon to Tucumcarl
Nanw of Prapwty

Quay, NM
County and SIM

Otwncrahip of Property 
(Chock m mMiy bans as apply)

□ private
□ public-local 
B public-state
□ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Chock on^ on* box)

□ building(s)
□ district
□ site
Q structure
□ object

Number of Reeouroee within Property
(Do not indudo proMuaty talod raaoureoa in Pw count)

Contributing
0

Nonoontrimling
0 buMings

1

.structures

.objects

.Total
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enlor *>VA‘’ N proporty is not pan of a multipla propony HsIinQ.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

Ha, it., a - Panr>m*^AH <*>f* Rt.. through NM

6. Raidioii or Uae
NtaSorfc Functions
(Enlar caTagorios from instructions)

Transportation: road-related

Current Functions 
(Enlar coMgoriea from inamictiona)

Transportation: road-related

7.
AfcbHaclutal .ClaaaNIcalion
(Entar calogoriaa irorn Inatruclions)

__________  no style

Materiala
(Enlar calagodaa koni inalnidiona)

loundabon
wais

frthnf earth fill, bank cute, concrete 
culverts and bridges

Narrative Description
(Paacdba *«a hMoric and cunonl condMon ol lha praparty on ono or moro nnniInMalton ahaau.)
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Historic and Architectural Resources of Rt. 66 through NM 
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7. Description

This 23.9 mile section of state maintained Route 66 serves 
as a frontage and local road along Interstate 40 from the eastern 
edge of San Jon to the eastern edge of Tucumcari. Generally 
following what, prior to 1926, was known as the Ozark Trail and, 
after 1926, Route 66, the alignment received a hard surface in 
1933 under FAP 127. During the early 1950s further improvements 
were made on the road including the addition of steel beam 
bridges over Plaza Largo and Revue1to Creeks and numerous 
concrete box and pipe culverts. The road was also widened to four 
lanes through San Jon, as discussed in the Multiple Property 
listing. Coursing across the rangelands and irrigated farmlands 
of eastern Quay County, this portion of Route 66 is largely 
unaltered beyond normal road maintenance and conveys a strong 
feeling of travel along Route 66 during the period of 
significance. Brown and white signs denoting "Historic Route 66" 
have recently been erected by the New Mexico State Highway and 
Transportation Department along the roadside.

Heading west, the road section passes through San Jon where it was widen^ in the early 1950s. Commercial buildings, many now 
vacant, recall earlier roadside businesses supported by Route 66 
travellers. West of San Jon, the road diverges from 1-40, 
crossing rangeland well-removed from the modern highway.
Concrete box culverts and fill carry the road across small 
arroyos. Sandstone outcroppings mark the drainage of Plaza Largo 
and Revuelto Creeks with the pre-1933 alignment of the road 
visible fifty yards to the south. West of the drainage the road 
parallels 1-40, passing beneath tvio overpasses. In the distance 
to the south and west the Caprock and Mt. Tucumcari offer vistas 
of the increasingly rugged terrain awaiting the westbound 
motorist. As the road approaches Tucumcari, canals and irrigated 
fields marking the Arch Hurley Irrigation District lie to the 
south. Although 1-40 closely parallels portions of this section 
of Route 66, causing a slight deviation from the original 
alignment for less than a quarter mile at one overpass, the



Rt. 66; San Jon to Tucumcarl
MMOfPpOIMrtr

Quay. NM
County and SUM

of SiqnMcanoc
ApfitoMe National Regiatar Critarta

r in ono or more boxas tar lha critarta tjuailying the praparfy 
Ragisier Ming.)

□ A Property is associated with events that have made
a signiAcaiit contribution to the broad paltema of 
our history.

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
siviificant in our past

□ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a tyfw. period, or method of construction or 
lepresenls the work of a master, or possesses 

artiatic values, or represents a significant and 
dMinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

□ O Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in pnNstary or history.

In «■ the bouM that apply.)

Property is;

□ A owned by a refigious institution or used for
lalgious purposes.

□ B removed from Ms original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ O a oemeieiy.

□ E a reconstructed buiking, object, or structure.

P F a commemoralive property.

□ G less than SO years of age or achievad significance
within the past 50 years.

Ar^ of Significance
(Enter caiagortaa tram insmiciioMl

transportation

Period of Significance
1933-1956

Significant Oetee
1933

Significant Person
(CornptaM 4 Crilarion B ta ntartied above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

Nanative Statement of Significance
(EapMi ttw aignilcanoa of Sw praparty on ona or tmra eonOnualian atiaeti.)
9. Haior Bfitfiographicel RefarenoM
BUhMasDhv
(Ciw Sw lioaks, ailiclet, attd oSwr sourcee uaad in prepedng this torm on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentaiion on flit (NPS):

□ preliminary determinalion of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

□ prevkMisiy listed in the National Regteter
□ previously determined eiigMe by the National

Register
□ designated a Nationai Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ feoorded by HMoric American Engineering

Record 0

Primwy location of addltiorwl data:
OState Historic Preseoration Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ Universily
□ Other

Name of repoatory;
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Description (continued)
historic alignment, cross-section template, and surrounding 
landscape remain largely intact.

8. Significance
Designated as State Highway 3 in 1914 and a part of the 

Ozark Trail, a regional road association that preceded the 
creation of the federal highway system in 1926, the road from San 
Jon to Tucumcari underwent improvements and slight realignments 
in the late 1920s and early 1930s. These improvements were funded 
under FAP 127 and resulted, in 1933, with the hard surfacing of 
the present alignment. In the early 1950s, the alignment was 
slightly altered as the road was widened through San Jon and two 
concrete and steel beam bridges replaced earlier timber bridges. 
This section of state-maintained Route 66 is significant for its 
association with the rise of automobile tourism in New Mexico and 
thus is eligible under Criterion A.

9. Bibliographical references
•Descriptive Log, Federal Aid Primary Route No. 3, route Section 
No. 3." n.d. On file at the New Mexico State Highway and 
Transportation Department, Records Control Unit of Records 
Management, Santa Fe.
•Plans and Profiles of FAP 127" dated 8/28/28. On file at the 
New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Department, Records 
Control Unit of Records Management, Santa Fe.
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10.

AcfMg* of Propefty. 286 acres

UTM naiarnoea
(Plaoa addWonai UTM wietencoi on a continuation ttieeu)

1 LLlU I 61 5. 7| 2, 2, €\ I 3, 81 8, 6| 8, 4t 0|
zone EaMing Northing

9 Ili3l I 6l 4i 9l 3i 6| ol I 3i 8l 8| 6l 5i 8| ol

VertMl Boundary Description
(Deecdbe the boundaitee o( the property on a continuation sheet .) 

Boundary Justification
(BjvUn ethy S» boundaries were aalecUd on a continuation sheet.)

3 |1 i3 I 16 |3 i9h ,7 i0| |3,8|9,1 |5.6,0|
4 il i3 I i6ir!7 lO i9 lO I |T^i7 17,0,01

(3 See oontinMiion sheet

11. Form Pfspared By

David J. Kamer, Ph.D.

organization. contract historian
atraar A numhaf 521 Aliso Dr. WE 

rSy nr fceaw Albuquerque______

August, 1996

telephone. 

, NM

(505) 266-0586

zip code 87108

Subnet Sw toSonlng Asms with the oompleied torm: 

Continuation Sheets

A I^G8 iM|} (7.5 or 15 minule series) kiticaling Ihs ptopsrt/s locsiion.

A Bksich msp lor hlBtaic dIsIriclB snd ptopsriss having large acraaoe or numerous resources.

Representative Mack and white photographs of the property. 

AddMonal Items
(Check «dth Vie SMPO or FPO tor sny sSdMonsI Asats)

(Comptoto this Hem at the raquaal of SHPO or FPO.) 

nems___________________________

stiest & numbsr. 

dty or town___

telephone.

state. yip code.

Pspaiweifc nsdueSon Act Stotaaiant: This intonnation to being ootlecied lor applications to Vie National RegMsr of Hiatoric Ptooes to i 
paspiritoa tor Hating or dstonnH>s dglHtoy tor IsHne. to 1st praperiies. and to amend existing laiinga. Raaponsa to this rsquaat to nsqirirsd to oMaIn 
a banaM In eooordanoe wWi Via National Historic Proaervaiky Act. as amended (ie U.S.C. 470 mt sag.).

Puble raporting bunton for Ihb form is ssfimated to average 18.1 hours per raaponee indudkig Ume tor levleMng 
inaltMClioiia. gathering and aiaintointoQ data, and complaling and revtoiring the toon. Direct comments lagaidtog Viia burdan eaHmaSe or any aspect 
of aVs tonn to Vie CMsf, AdnMsMfive Services OMaion. National Part, Service. P.O. Box 37127. Washington. DC 20013-7127; and the OMoe of 
Mmagamenl and Budget. Pseanrark Reductions PiQ|scts (10244018). Washington. DC 20503
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UTM References
5. 13 635260 3893000
6. 13 621310 3892720
Verbal Boundary Description
This property is 23.9 miles long. The east end lies at the 
junction of Route 66 and County Road 469, and the west end lies 
at the culvert over the Hudson irrigation canal immediately east 
of the 1-40 interchange at the eastern edge of Tucumcari. The 
sides are defined by a corridor extending fifty feet on each side 
of the road's centerline, marking a right of way of 100 feet, a 
minimum width used by the State Highway Department during the 
1930s. The corridor through the village of San Jon, a distance of 
approximately .75 miles, is approximately 60 feet, reflecting the 
width of the four-lane highway and its shoulders

Boundary Justification
The boundary includes the entire parcel historically associated 
with this section of Route 66.
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Verbal Boundary Description (continued)
of the Rio Puerco Bridge. The sides are a corridor extending 
fifty feet on either side of the centerline, marking a right of 
way of 100 feet, a minimum width used by the State Highway 
Department during the 1930s.

Boundary Justification
The boundary includes the entire parcel historically associated 
with this section of Route 66.
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Rte. 66, State Maintained, San Jon-Tucurocari, Quay Co.
Property Haas County

NH
State

Route 66 Through New Mexico MPS
Multiple Maae

Tills property is listed in the National Keglstar of Bistoric 
Places in aoeordance with the attached noadnation docuswntatlon 
subjeot to the folloeino exoeptlons, exclusions, or aaMndments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Serrice certification included 
in the aoalnation docunantat ion.

signature of the Ka«x>ar Date or Action

Amended Ztams in Noaiinatioai

Criteria Consideration G should be checked.

This information %ras confirmed with Mary Ann Anders of the NN 
SHPO.

DZSTRZBUTZONt
National kegister property file
Noednating Authority (without noMination attaolaent)
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