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7. Description

This 23.9 mile section of state maintained Route 66 serves
as a frontage and local road along Interstate 40 from the eastern
edﬂe of San Jon to the eastern edge of Tucumcari. Generally
following what, prior to 1926, was known as the Ozark Trail and,
after 1926, Route 66, the alignment received a hard surface in
1933 under FAP 127. Durln? the early 1950s further improvements
were made on the road including the addition of steel beam
bridges over Plaza Largo and Revuelto Creeks and numerous
concrete box and pipe culverts. The road was also widened to four
lanes through San Jon, as discussed in the Multiple Propert
listing. oursing across the rangelands and irrigated farmlands
of eastern Quay County, this portion of Route 66 is largely
unaltered beyond normal road maintenance and conveys a strong
feeling of travel along Route 66 during the period of
significance. Brown and white signs denoting "Historic Route 66"
have recently been erected by the New Mexico State Highway and
Transportation Department along the roadside.

it was Widean B thd 25 13868 O RS i SRS, Iy
vacant, recall earlier roadside businesses supported by Route 66
travellers. West of San Jon, the road diverges from 1-40,
crossing rangeland well-removed from the modern highway.
Concrete box culverts and fill carry the road across small
arro;&os. Sandstone outcroppings mark the drainage of Plaza Largo
and Revuelto Creeks with the pre-1933 alignment of the road
visible fifty yards to the south. West of the drainage the road
parallels 1-40, passing beneath tvio overpasses. In the distance
to the south and west the Caprock and Mt. Tucumcari offer vistas
of the increasingly rugged terrain awaiting the westbound
motorist. As the road approaches Tucumcari, canals and irrigated
fields marking the Arch Hurley Irrigation District lie to the
south. Although 1-40 closely parallels ?ortlons of this section
of Route 66, causing a slight deviation from the original
alignment for less than a quarter mile at one overpass, the
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Description (continued)

historic alignment, cross-section template, and surrounding
landscape remain largely intact.

8. Significance

Designated as State Highway 3 in 1914 and a part of the
Ozark Trail, a regional road association that preceded the
creation of the federal highway system in 1926, the road from San
Jon to Tucumcari underwent improvéments and slight realignments
in the late 1920s and early 1930s. These improvements were funded
under FAP 127 and resulted, in 1933, with the hard surfacing of
the Rresent alignment. In the early 1950s, the alignment was
slightly altered as the road was widened through San Jon and two
concrete and steel beam bridges replaced earlier timber bridges.
This section of state-maintained Route 66 is significant for its
association with the rise of automobile tourism in New Mexico and

thus is eligible under Criterion A.

9. Bibliographical references

*Descriptive Log, Federal Aid Primary Route No. 3, route Section
No. 3." n.d. On file at the New Mexico State Highway and
Transportation Department, Records Control Unit of Records

Management, Santa Fe.

*Plans and Profiles of FAP 127" dated 8/28/28. On file at the
New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Department, Records
Control Unit of Records Management, Santa Fe.
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Verbal Boundary Description

This property is 23.9 miles long. The east end lies at the
junction of Route 66 and County Road 469, and the west end lies
at the culvert over the Hudson irrigation canal immediately east
of the 1-40 interchange at the eastern edge of Tucumcari. The
sides are defined by a corridor extending fifty feet on each side
of the road's centerline, marklng'_a right of way of 100 feet, a

|

minimum_width used b%/ the State ﬁhway Department during the
1930s. The corridor through the villagé of San Jon, a distance of

approximately .75 miles, is approxir_natelﬁ 60 feet, reflecting the
width of the four-lane highway and its shoulders

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire parcel historically associated
with this section of Route 66.
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Verbal Boundary Description (continued)

of the Rio Puerco Bridge. The sides are a corridor extending
fifty feet on either side of the centerline, markln[q'_a right of
way of 100 feet, a minimum width used by the State Highway

Department during the 1930s.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire parcel historically associated
with this section of Route 66.
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