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In 1974 Osborne was selected by the Board of Supervisors as the first director of the new Environmental 

Management Agency ( EMA), which consolidated the former departments of Planning, Building, Flood 

Control, Roads, Surveyor, Solid Waste, Water Pollution, Harbors, Beaches, and Parks into a single unit of 

management reporting directly co the board. Osborne retired from che county in 1980, but was not inactive 

during his retirement. He served from 1981 to 1999 as executive director of the Santa Ana River Flood 

Protection Agency (a consortium of public agencies dedicated to securing political support for completion of 

the Army Corps of Engineers Santa Ana River Mainstem Project as authorized by Congress in 1988). 

He was appointed to the Orange County Planning Commission by the third district supervisor and eventually 

served as commission chairman. Later he was appointed to the board of directors of the Orange County Water 

District (OCWD) representing the City of Fullerton. Eventually, he served as the OCWD's chairman. 

Osborne passed away on January 12, 1999, in Fullerton, California. 
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