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Oklahoma 
11th Street Arkansas River Bridge 
The 11th Street Arkansas River Bridge is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

Source of the following photo and Overview is:  https://www.nps.gov/places/11th-street-arkansas-river-bridge.htm 

 
NPS Photo courtesy of Rhys Martin 

 

 

Overview of 11th Street Arkansas River Bridge 

 

Built in 1916-1917 over the Arkansas River in Tulsa, the 11th Street Arkansas River Bridge is significant as the 

first major multi-span concrete bridge in Oklahoma. The bridge became a critical link between downtown 

Tulsa and the oil fields to the west. The mid-1910s was a period of great activity for Tulsa because of the 

booming oil economy. Across the Arkansas River, West Tulsa expanded rapidly to become a busy area for 

refining oil. The increase in traffic and trucking associated with the oil business made replacing the earlier 

wooden bridge a necessity. 

 

Built by the Missouri Valley Bridge and Iron Company for $180,000, the 11th Street Arkansas River Bridge is 

a multi-span concrete arch bridge with 18 spans set on piers sunk into bedrock. Harrington, Howard and Ash 

of Kansas City, a firm that designed many bridges in the Midwest, engineered the bridge. Completed in 1917 

and regarded as an architectural beauty with all modern features, the bridge, at 1,470 feet long and 34 feet 

wide, was one of the longest concrete structures in the Midwest. It supported a railroad track in the center 

and single lane of vehicular traffic on each side with sidewalks adjacent to the exterior lanes. The original 

https://www.nps.gov/places/11th-street-arkansas-river-bridge.htm
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design included a classical balustrade and Victorian-era lighting. In 1929, the installation of new Art Deco 

style guardrails and lighting fixtures updated the bridge. These lights are no longer extant. 

 

Tulsan Cyrus Avery served as County Commissioner from 1913 to 1916, and was involved with construction 

of the bridge. In 1924, the Federal Government appointed Avery as a consulting highway specialist and 

assigned him the task of creating a U.S. highway system. Recognizing the economic impacts of these 

highways, Avery became a strong proponent of a route from Chicago to Los Angeles [eventually to be 

designated as Route 66] that would pass through his hometown of Tulsa. Already in existence as the primary 

crossing over the Arkansas River, the 11th Street Bridge became a major determining factor in defining the 

path of Route 66 to and through Tulsa. 

 

A project in 1934 widened the bridge to its present width of 52 feet 8 inches and included construction of a 

second arch structure downstream of the 1916 structure and the connection of the new and old bridges 

with a single deck. New sidewalks were also built on both sides of the bridge. After completion of the 

project, the new 40-feet curb-to-curb width allowed the bridge to accommodate four lanes of traffic. The 

bridge remained in service until 1980, when it closed to traffic. In 1996, the bridge was listed in the National 

Register of Historic Places. 

 

In 2003, the voters of Tulsa County approved a series of projects as part of the Vision 2025 initiative, one of 

which involves promoting and enhancing Route 66 in Tulsa. Plans are underway to implement the Vision 

2025 projects with repairs to the 11th Street Bridge and the opening of a visitor center at the site. In 2004, 

the bridge officially received a new name, the “Cyrus Avery Route 66 Memorial Bridge,” in honor of the man 

responsible for bringing Route 66 through Tulsa.  The Cyrus Avery Memorial Plaza is located at the north end 

of the bridge. 

 

 

1. Historic Significance: The first major multi-span concrete bridge in Oklahoma.   

2. Contributions:  Supported Route 66’s role in contributing to region and national growth.   

3. Uniqueness: At the time of its construction in 1917 the bridge was one of the longest concrete structures in the 

Midwest. It supported a railroad track in the center and single lane of vehicular traffic on each side with 

sidewalks adjacent to the exterior lanes.   

4. Date of original construction:  Constructed 1916 to 1917  

In 1934 a project widened the bridge to its present width of 52 feet 8 inches and included 

construction of a second arch structure downstream of the 1916 structure and the connection 

of the new and old bridges with a single deck. New sidewalks were also built on both sides of 

the bridge.  

1980 – Closed to traffic   

5. Names of key engineers:  Designed by the firm of Harrington, Howard and Ash of Kansas City.      

6. Photographs:  Included above.   

7. Additional documentation:  National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  Available at:  

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/86510535 

8. References:  

Black, Archibald. The Story of Bridges. New York: McGraw-Hill, Inc., n.d. 

Butler, William. Tulsa 75: A History of Tulsa. Tulsa: Metropolitan Tulsa Chamber of Commerce, 1974. 



26 
 

Harrington, Howard and Ash, Consulting Engineers. "Plans and Drawings of 11th Street Arkansas River Bridge." 

1916. 

Spans of Time: Oklahoma Historic Highway Bridges. Oklahoma City: Planning Division, Oklahoma Department 

of Transportation, 1993. 

Teague, Tom. Searching for 66. Springfield, Illinois: Samizdat House, 1991. 

"The Arkansas: A River to Cross." Tulsa: Thomas Gilcrease Institute of American History and Art. Historical 

Leaflet No. 6, 1965. 

Wallis, Michael. Route 66: The Mother Road. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1990. 

Works Progress Administration, Federal Writers' Project. American Guide Series. Tulsa: A Guide to the Oil 

Capital. Tulsa: The Mid-West Printing Company, 1938. 

 

Location:   36 08 39.7 N   96 00 11.8 W 

 

Local and vicinity maps: The 11th Street Arkansas River Bridge spans the Arkansas River on historic Route 66 between 

the Southwest Boulevard Bridge and Interstate 244 Bridge in Tulsa, OK.  The bridge is closed to vehicle and pedestrian 

traffic. 

 

 
  




